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The examiner acknowledges receipt of the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed 20 August 2003. An initialed copy of the citation form should 
accompany this letter. 

Claims 5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 5 the two 
occurrences of the term "the memory controller" lack antecedent. In claim 7 the 
two occurrences of "the microcontroller" lack antecedent. It seems that the two 
terms noted above are being used interchangeably in the various claims; 
however, consistency in any particular chain of claim dependency should be 
observed. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Admitted Prior Art Figure 1 in view of Dye et al. (US 6,208,273). 

Admitted Prior Art Figure 1 shows a computer system as claimed with the 
exception of a compression/decompression engine. Dye et al. discloses parallel 
compression-decompression function to be implemented with a compression- 
decompression engine in various configurations of a computer system. In figures 
6, 7, and 8, Dye et al. illustrates a configuration a memory controller (220; fig. 6) 
with the "Memory F/X block". The memory controller is shown in more detail in 
figure 7 as including parallel compression-decompression unit 251 which in turn 
is illustrated in more detail in figure 8. In figure 8, one observes that memory 
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controller interfaces with "switch logic" (261) including a crossbar switch (502). 
Dye et al. also discloses inclusion of the parallel compression/decompression 
feature in various other embodiments such as a peripheral, CPU, network device, 
router, switch, bridge, network interface device, or hub. (See column 3, lines 34- 
44; col 15 line 30-col. 17 line 24). Each of these implementations is intended to 
take advantage of the well recognized benefits of compression such reduction of 
required storage space, improved transfer speed, or reduced bandwidth 
requirements. 

It would have been obvious to combine the compression/decompression 
technology taught by Dye et al. in the system of admitted Prior Art figure 1 to 
obtain the benefits of compression as taught by Dye et al. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Byrn et al. (US 5,737,638) discloses a multiprocessor 
system with compression/decompression capability built in to memory interface, 
parallel data service. Brown et al (US 5,710,909) discloses a memory interface 
with compression capability included in a multiprocessor system architecture. 
Richter et al. (US 20020105972 A1) discloses a network architecture with 
compression/decompression features built-in to an interface 200 (275; fig. 2; 
paragraph 153). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Howard 
L. Williams at telephone number 571-272-1815. 




Howard L. Williams 
Primary Examiner 
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